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Although educators have been turning to moton picture: and television as
devices for supplementing instruction, there has been a sparzity of nstruction about
the elements of film or how to understand the medium. An nnovative program designed
fo meet this need was introduced at St. Gregory's College. The course dealt with the
history and the grammar of the medium, the film in relation to other art forms, and the
flm as an artistc esthetic experience. Methods of mnstruction ncluded lectures,
screening of fims, discussions in groups and as an entre class, and reading and
summarizing film reviews. The class met three hours a week for 16 weeks. Projects
were the preparation of portfolos containing critic and student film reviews or the
preparation of a 5- to 10-minute fim grammar and technique. At the conclusion of the
course, the 42 students were asked to evaluate the objectives, fim selections, and
course content. All students agreed that the proposed obectves had been
accomplished. With few exceptions, the students agreed that the fims screened
adequately represented the academic area under study. As a result of the evalvation
it was decided that (1) the attempt to offer a comparative study of the fim in refation
to other art forms should be elminated, (2) the order in which the material was

presented should be altered, and (3) more concentration should be given to the era of
the 1930's. (DG)
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Oklahoma Consortium on Research Development

Pilot Grant: Introduction to Film

Final Report

According to & report by the American Council of Education
(1965), of the institutions of higher education in Orlahoma,
only Oklahoma State University offers a course in the history,
criticism, and appreciation of the motion picture. In compari-
son, this survey reports that 534 percent of the one nundred
largest institutions of higher education in the country offer
such courses, ‘

Unfortunately, at the junior college level, there are no ,
such statistics, Although a few junior colleges in California
offer courses related to f£ilm, there is no-such curriculum

in the southwest, In a letter from John E, Roueche of the

ERIC Clearing House for Junioxr Colleges, he stated: "our o
course in the area of film , . . is interesting and innovative-«
so innovative that the Clearing House has nothing in its o

- collection.ﬂ

. e 1 .
But the need for such a course is evident. To the student of .
the 1960's, it is the age of the image, Born as a member of
the first generation to grow up with television, he was
“nlugged in' earxly, As a.toddler he was placad in front of
the television because it Pkept him quiet.,® As a child it -
served -as his primary sourxce for contact with his non-home
environment, '

John Culkin, 3, J., directoxr of the Ceanter for Communications

at Fordham Unilversity, estimates that by the time this dverage
student graduates from high school, he has viewed over 15,000 -
hours of television and has attended some 500 'movies., Only

the time he has spent in sleep surpasses the time he has spent
in front of an electronic image, ' ‘

Educators have learned to respect this fact., Spawned by larshall

Mcluhan's cry, "The medium is the message," an early cult exploded

~~~iato a large scale movement. It has found that the film is a

most successful device for breeding understanding of human
situations, Students react, they discuss, they arzue, they
agree, Ln short, they learn, ' |

a

But for the more serious student of film, educators have offsrad
little, With the exception of a few major universities, mostly
in the coastal regions of the country, little has been done %o
innovate programs which treat f£ilm as f£ilm, True, there is &

great deal being done with film as a device for motivating
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discussion of moral situations or to provide sccial commentary
or to define Christianity and human values in "feature film
Settings,.” " But these approaches do iittle to teach students
how to evaluate the elements of film or how to understand what
the medium is all about. -

rd

With the above in mind, this pilot project, INTRODUCTION TO FLILM,

PSRN

- attempted to establish a system of instruction wiich would:
: 1) provide the student a basic’ knowledge of the history of
: 2 the medium; ‘
' 2) provide the studebt a basic knowledge of the grammar of
the medium; K -
P o 3) provide the Studeﬁx a comparative study of the film in
--J. ~ relation to other ‘art foxms; : ’
‘S 4) provide setting for artistic aesthetic eXperience,
3 In order to accomplish these objectives, the system included:
SR 1) Legctures: to present curreat thought in film criticism
o ' and history; ‘ L : e
1 2) Screening: screening of films to illustrate material presented.
- - in lectures and to provide a setting for aesthetic .:.:
.. eXperience; , S PR s
L. 7 .3) Discussion: ~ - - U e
' - a) Cell: Following the screening of a movie, the SR
: 3 L o - class was divided into groups of five in order U
: S .~ to criticize the film, el R
- A ~~ - Group: At the following meeting, each cell L
E 7 - ~.v.._ . Dresented its criticism to the entire class, SN
; - .y GClass discussion followed, » PO
£ T 3 co S ‘ ' R LA
5 "~ 4) Reading:  Students were required to read and summarize T
. , o - reviews of films, They were encouraged to i
E 3 ‘ c © .. choose reviews written by leading £ilm critics,
F 3 3 . read them, analize their frame of reference, .
3 ~and conclude with opinion about the reviewer, .
£ 3 SR R+

b osbomnst s




These procedures were implemented as follows:

1) Class schedule: (16 weeké)

a) Two {(2) o

disscussio

ne hour sessions for lecture and
n; (per week)

.b) One (1) two hour session for film

screenings

2) Reguired Texts

(per week)

a) Knight, Arthur, The Liveliest Art, HacMillaan, 1957,

b) Jacobs, L

ewlis,, ed, Introduaction to the Axt of the

'Wov_

¢) Houston,

ies, Noonday., 1967,

Penelope, IThe Contemporary Cineimta. Fenguin,

1966,

3) Evaluation:

a) Objective

b) Subjective testing

testing for factual information'i-

both wrltuen and oral, £01 lnsxght"'

into student appreciations g

¢) Required

1,

2,

assignments: Each student.was required to'E'
either |

Prepare a portfolio containing: - i,«‘

a., a summexy of a review by a critic

- who gave the film viewed a favorable
reviews

b. a summary of a review by a critic ‘
who gave the f£ilm viewed an unfavorable
reviews; .

c. A review written by the student.
or

Produce a £ilm of 5-10 minutes in length
which would give evidence of the students
knowledge of basmc film grammar and
technmque. Students were allowdto wozk
in groups of three. Film was shot on
8mm stock,

&) Divisinn of Subject Matter: The course was divided into

two major area

s: 1) Appreciation 2) Histdry
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Course Cutline ‘

Y
A

Appreciatinn!

1st week: Introduction

2nd week: Elements of Film (DCQ@Gnlnb) COFl4 Productions

1 -=-Discussion _ ' o

: Visual Languaze of Film (Secreening) FM Productions . -

2 --~Discussion ' : A
3rd week: Night of the Iquana (Screened through f£ilm society)

1

. L ~ e B -~=Cell Discussion ¢
3 I |  =~=Group Discussion §
Lth week: Gospel According to o R
St. Matthew (ucr@ened through llln eoczeL]) Ty
N -~==Cell Discussion . - o
R ~=-=Group Discussion

N ' L T ° : , SR SRS
~ 5th week: La Notte (Screened through film society) -~ i
: ~--=Cell Discussion y . Lo L
S -~~Group Discussion _ D
. - 6th week: ;Black Orpheus (ucreened through £ilm society)
: . ‘===Cell Discussion PO U
. 7. ===Group Discussion ' : a ST A s
7th week: La Dolce Vita (acreened tnrough.film.sociéty)
- --~Cell Discussion ‘ o
~~~Group Dlscusszon .
:8th week: Revmew of 111m.g~ammar and tecnalque f
Al E?amlnatmon E : e
T3 > @l
\ E'stogz : :
A f‘\ ‘ ‘ N - *,
; ’*ch.week_.'ﬂ Lecture: A Compendlum,of Film Histoxy

Origin of the Motion Picture \Screenlna) MMAFL*
The First Frograms (Screening) MMAFL
Larly Edison Shorts (bcreenzng) MMAFL -

lOthﬂweek: 'Lecture: Birth of Modern Film Technlque
. Birth of a Nation (Screenxng) MMAFL
Group Discussion '

11th-week: Lecture: Editing. the Image
Potemkin (Screenlng) MMAFL
Group Discussion )

# Museum of Modern Art Film'Libra;y '
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12th week: Lecture: ., The Coming of Sound
The Jazz Singer Prozram (Screening) MIAFL
Group Dlafa ssion

13th week: Lecture: .The Creative Sound Track

: Citizen Kane {Screening) Brandon

3 Group Discussion

E l4th week: Lecture: The Post War Cinema
? The Bicycle Thief (Screening) Brandon
Group Discussion T

¥ ] 15th week: Lecture: The Animated Motion Picture .
: 4 Short History of Anlnwtvon (Screening) IMAFL
1 Group Discussion

16th week: Lecture: The New Cinema
Two (accm@azng} Audio Film Center
ilontage 11 (Screening) Audio Film Centex
Death of Hollvwecod Extra (Screening } Ldudio ullm.Centbr
Five by Conaer (Screening) 4udio Film Center

.
*
-

\ Student Evaluation

As a part of the college curriculum at St,., Gregory's College,
the course’was open to all students. Forty-two of the five
hundred and £ifty students enrolled in the course,

At the conclusion of the course students were asked to evaluate . o
thelr experiences in three areas: objectives, film seclections,
and course content, 4 -

Objectives:

511 students agreed that the .proposed objectives had been
acconplished, There was not total agreement as to ‘the degree
of accomplishment,

o imnn
AN i L e A AT TR e o ? iak e




Excellent =~ Pooxr - - -
L 2 3 & 5 Ty

| 1. To provide the student a basic | -~
S knowledge of the history of the U

medium, | 529 42% 4% 2% -

2, To provfde the student a basic , o o
knowledge of the grammar of the ‘ , e
- mediunm, A 36% 36% 20% 6% 2% )
3. To provide the student a compara-
: tive study of the £ilm in rela- - -
tion to other art forms., - 31% 30% 26% 1l% 2%
4, To provmde setting for aes»hc~ .
tlc experlcnce. s - 40% 31% 29% - @

Film Selections:

With few exceptions the students agreed that the films screened
adeq;: ately repcescnted the academic “cea under study.

Did you- thnk the
film adequately. -

Academic area >‘i4 ~ Film shown in =~ . represented the,
under study X lakboratory session academic area? f
| o Yes Hell
The Early Years . The First Programs * 86% i&%!?i?Q;*v
L - Early Bdison Shorts °“ 8% . 2% e
' The Birth of Modern o T
Film Technique ~ Birth of g Nation* -~ - 97% . 3% ..o
Ediﬁing the Image Potemkin® o o ,‘ , f- 86%"?' lé%\f”xxﬂé
The Coming of Sound ' Jazz Singer Program® ‘89%7‘f€ill%f”§f:@;3
. c , R
The Creative Sound \ o o . ‘
Track | lcitizenm Kame* .. - 90% - 10%
Animation & Short History of An1matmon*79% o218
The New Cinema - :Twgh - vf f 08% - 2%
: - Montage LI* y - 90% . 10%
Death of Hollywood Ext - 64% . 36%
five by Conner+ | V.';\90% 10#

* Films marked ¥ were rented through fﬁhd$ prbﬁidéd by CCRD,‘“Xﬂ'f’f?

1 # .
[N N
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‘7“
Film Grammar Elements of the Film* 57% &43%
, Visual Lansuage Of & Llmw 59% 41%
\\— ‘N’
Appreciation | Night of the lLguana 86% 14%
* Gospel. nccordiag TO ‘
\ St. Matthew 15% 25%
\ La MNotte _ 90% 10% .
' Black Orpheus 02% &%

1La Dolce Vita . o0% 10%

+
1
¥

s

% Tilms marked * were rented through fuands provided by OCRD,

igourse Content:

E Ly " a » . .
1) Did you understand the objectives before you enrolled
! in this course?

Yes 59% No &1%

2) Did vou understand the objectives during the course?
Yes 88% No 12%
3) Do you feel that your “Efiim sense! has developed a5 a
P

result of this course?
Yes 96% No 12%
&) Would you recommend this course to a classmate?

Yes 88% No 12%

3
3
3
S
-39
29
X

K
LSt

5) Considering the challenge of the subject matier of this

k- course to you, would you say it was:
ﬁ{ 1 : a) extremely challengin? 39%
| b) adequately challenging? 55%
g ¢) less than challenging? 6% ‘ "

6) How well have you been able to understand this coursef

a) 1t has been too elementary.

b) 1t has been occasionally oversimplified. 2%

¢} It has been at my level of comprehension., 63% .

Y I have been able to grasp it with some difficulty. 33%

&) 1t has generally been beyond my level of comprehension. 2%
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To what extent does this course require outside weading
of you? ' :

b) to a moderatejextent. 599 - . - |

Cats/d

c) to a very small extent. 13%

L | ‘General Comments = - 4

. Although the student evaluation indicates many of the Strengths 3
. : and weaknesses of this project, a few geuneral comments are necessary ;
- to- highlight needed'alterations, o o L '

A ] . . \ &. . L
First of all, the course attempts to cover to much material = b

R for the time alloted. Of the four .proposed objectives, it
. oo is suggested. that the attempt ©6 offer a comparative study

E of “the film in relation to other art forms be eliminated, L
TR This is a suitable objective for an entire semester's study. . .- DU

W . Sccondly, the order Of material presented should be altered, = -2 7§

§ .- It is suggested that the .course begin with a two week unit SR
o e on basic film grammar.and technique, then, owmitting the RS
% - 7 . section on appreciation, begin immediately with film history. " .- - 4
R . . The appreclation section . can then be included at the end-of - . '/ . 4
3 . .. the course, . This would allow the students to have a more DR
t R . general understanding of the medium before they are expected R
4 .. to be able to offer constructive criticism of films. It PR
% ..~ should) toc, fuel cell group discussion, : e
. 7 In most instancas the £ilms selected were good, FPerhaps more. ' 7
3 . .. concentration should be given to that era of the 1930's, O
.- .. > The gap between The Jazz Singer and Citizen Kane needs To
Vo be filled. . R e o : *
I SRS . Selection of films to illustrate the "new? cinema in America |
s . is most difficult. There are few opportunities in tle south-
“ad - West to view many of the excellent films being produced ' k
E . by the independent filmmakers. One must wely on film catalogues :
£ ‘. ] 3 * B PRRE ¢
] to be honest in their description, Such is not always the case,
: The OFM Production films concerning film elements, etc., are 1
3 rather elementary in nature. They would sexrve a high. school:
: course much better, - Lo o ;
o . ) §
3 .‘ ‘;g 1 » 3;
i y
1 :"'* :‘ Y ;;
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~Date . .. .. . Title - - Invoice

”&jf{‘g/iQZBSV' . Elements of the Film $15.00

. v
S

-

N of Motion Picture
coLSr s o The First Programs - '
a0 - Farly Edison Shorts $24,00

- Visual language of Film $15,.00

BN

% '4/2/68 - Birth of a Nation  ~ $30.00

-~ ‘Postage ard lasurance = _ 1,50

~ Postage and Insurance -L.75

%
P

‘potemicin 0 $30.00
- TT1.75

- Postage and Insurance

, .
oo
. "" v, .
- e ‘ - s )
RS ,
- i i

' ,.Postage and insurance

ST

-\~ Postage and Insurance  __2.25

1

‘s,Bicycie Thief . . $45,00

0.00 ~ i

1.50 - o :

- 531250 ;

$32.50 e :
SIS

P

Postage and Insurance - __2,10 .

Animated Program . 830,00

Postage and Insurance - __1,350

I

- 5/21/68 »<1  Avante-Garde Program §57.50

— 531,50

¥

1.90

Return postage oh‘all films:

Balance

55550
C$17.22

o ST - . ) i;zu 3340 47
CCRD Funds -~~~ . | $350,00

$ 9,53
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